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Introduction: 

The Foundation Stage begins at birth to the end of the Reception Year. In our school, 

all children join us at the beginning of the school year in which they are five. The 

curriculum we provide for the children in the Foundation Unit builds on their previous 

learning experiences from pre-schools, nursery and, most importantly, at home. We 

aim to ensure the transition from home to school is a smooth one. We offer a rich and 

stimulating and secure environment in which the children can learn. 

 
 

Philosophy: 

The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage states that “Every child 

deserves the best possible start in life and support that enables them to fulfil their 

potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life 

chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it 

provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as 

they grow up”. 

 
 

Aims and objectives: 

 To establish feelings of respect and trust with all children and their parents or 
carers.

 To treat each child as an individual and provide equality of opportunity within 
the Foundation Unit.

 To encourage self-confidence and a positive approach to learning in all 
children.

 To provide a high quality curriculum in line with the National Early Years 
Foundation Stage expectations.

 

 
Rationale: 

 

Provision and organisation: 
 

The Foundation Stage area has an open plan double classroom layout with access to 

a separate outside learning area. During the course of the day children can 

independently move from area to area within the Foundation Unit, making choices 

about the activities they are involved in. 

All children are supervised at all times by qualified teachers and highly-skilled support 

staff. Children have daily opportunities to become involved in their learning through 

self–initiated activities or adult focused tasks. The children are supported as active 

learners and are encouraged to make independent choices about their learning. 
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The environment within the Foundation Unit is carefully planned so all children can 

access a broad and balanced curriculum. The following areas of provision are provided 

inside; role-play area, maths area, reading area, fine motor and malleable area, 

creative area, construction area, writing area, water area, ICT area and listening 

station. These areas are clearly defined and resources are labelled and easily 

accessible by the children, who are encouraged to care for the equipment and be 

responsible for tidying it away. 

Children also have direct access to an outside area which is open all year round. 

Children can explore new activities and planned enhancement opportunities that are 

in place to extend areas of provision from inside to outside, usually on a larger scale. 

The provision provided in the outside area enhances all areas of the Foundation Stage 

curriculum. “The outside area is often described as an area of provision but should not 

be viewed merely as an additional area, more as a part of the whole setting in which 

all other areas of provision can be set up and all areas of the curriculum covered.” 

Planning Children’s Play and Learning in the Foundation Stage, J. Drake, 2005 

Foundation children participate in whole school assemblies during the Spring term and 

lead a Christmas festive fun session for families to join us. They perform a Curriculum 

Showcase once a year in the Summer term, to which parents are invited. Foundation 

children have access to the library, hall and cookery room throughout the year. 

Children have one weekly PE lesson in the hall during autumn and spring terms and 

one outside session a week during the summer term. 

Planning and organising the curriculum: 

Aims: 

In order to promote effective learning, we aim to: 
 

 Develop good relationships between home and school, so children feel secure 

and develop a sense of well-being.

 Start from the needs/interests of the child and plan their learning from 

assessments and observations.

 Provide opportunities for children to learn through first hand experiences,

 Give clear explanations, make appropriate interventions, extend and develop 

play and communication skills, both inside and outside the classroom.

 Plan a curriculum based on the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum that 

supports children to achieve the Early Learning Goals.

 Enable children to develop independence and self-management.

 Identify the progress and future learning needs of children through assessment.

 Develop good relationships between Holne Chase and the settings that our 

children experience before starting our school.

 Have clear aims and success criteria, to monitor and evaluate planning to 

improve what we do.

 Identify training needs of all adults working in the Foundation Unit.
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Play in the Early Years Foundation Stage: 

Play underpins the delivery of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Through 

carefully planned play, our children explore and develop learning experiences which 

help them make sense of their world. They practise and build up ideas, learn how to 

control themselves and understand the need for rules. Children are given opportunities 

to explore and discover within a safe and supported environment. Children are involved 

with group and individual play, some initiated by adults and some by children.  Children 

are able to take risks, make mistakes and learn from them. 

Curriculum: 
 

The curriculum content reflects the prime and specific areas of learning as well as the 
characteristics of effective learning. We aim to provide our pupils with a broad and 
stimulating range of experiences appropriate to their stage of development. Our 
curriculum is planned through a series of themes and topics, each of which offer 
experiences in all areas. Teachers plan to provide a linked series of activities over 
each term, week and day. Practitioners ensure that all children are encouraged to 
experience activities in all areas during the week, although they may not experience 
them each day. We plan a mixture of directed and free choice of activities. As the 
children become older and more mature the sessions become more directed and 
structured to ensure an easier transition into formal Key Stage 1 learning. 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning outline the way in which children involve 

themselves in learning. Each half term, specific learning skills are focused upon to 

allow children to develop high levels of involvement and commitment to their play. The 

three areas are: 

 Playing and exploring – This area  focuses on developing children’s 

engagement in their environment and learning opportunities.

 Active learning – Children are supported to develop concentration, motivation 

and perseverance towards challenges and learning activities.

 Creating and Thinking Critically – Promotes children having independent ideas 

and making their own choices about the selection of resources and strategies 

to tackle a task.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This prime area underpins all the other areas in the curriculum, giving the child skills 
to work effectively with others and access their learning. Children will be: 

 Supported in developing independence, self-esteem and self-respect.

 Encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and make decisions.

 Encouraged to seek help when necessary.

 Taught how to resolve conflict through negotiation.

 Able to form effective relationships with other children and adults.

 Supported to take turns and share.

 Helped to express their feelings.

 Enabled to develop an understanding of right and wrong.
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Communication and Language 

We aim to provide a stimulating environment in which communication and language 
skills can be nurtured and developed. Planned activities and modelling by adults will 
provide opportunities for children to: 

 

 Explore and develop skills in verbal communication.

 Interact with others, effectively expressing their own thoughts and feelings.

 Experience the spoken word as a means of conveying information, sharing and 
receiving ideas, and as a means of gaining insight into the world of imagination.

 Develop skills in listening in order to be able to process information, respond to 
the ideas of others and follow instructions.

 Develop imagination and aesthetic awareness, and develop the ability to 
respond to their own experiences and those of others. Role play is a key feature 
of this learning.

 

 

Physical Development 

Through play and structured tasks, children are supported to develop fine and gross 

motor control. 

To enhance control and coordination of large movements, children are involved in: 
 

 Group games involving running, jumping and hopping.

 Group games involving movement followed by stopping.

 Moving in different ways to music, exploring height, speed and direction.

 Balancing activities and games.

 Using a range of hall equipment, such as climbing frame, benches and horses 

to apply movement skills.

 Using wheeled toys.

 Kicking, throwing and catching activities.

To enhance control and coordination of small movements, children are involved in: 
 

 Sand and water play.

 Shaping and modelling with play dough, plasticine, wire and clay.

 Painting, drawing and colouring using different mediums.

 Peg games and jigsaws.

 Threading.

 Cutting with scissors.

 Dressing up.

 Writing with pencils and crayons.

 Phonics sessions focusing on correct pencil grip and letter formation.

To further enhance the children’s well-being, they will be involved in discussions and 

activities about healthy living including the need for exercise, sleep routines, hygiene 

and balanced diet. 
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Literacy 

We teach children the skills and understanding of how to use writing to communicate 
their ideas to others as well as the skills to read the ideas and contributions of others. 

 
 After many pre reading activities and phonics lessons, the children are taught 

to read a rich variety of written texts. Emphasis in the early stages is also given 
to discussing the context of the book, predicting and describing, not merely 
word recognition.

 Children are encouraged to find and recognise written and pictorial symbols 
and marks in their environment.

 Phonics is introduced through multisensory activities/games, indoors and 
outdoors. These sessions include an introduction to the sounds, songs, actions 
and a story to embed the knowledge and allow children to apply their 
understanding to blending and segmenting activities.

 
 

Numeracy 

We aim to foster enthusiasm, confidence and the development of knowledge in 

exploring, using and applying a broad range of mathematical concepts. To provide 

children with broad and varied experiences in which mathematical language, skills and 

concepts can be created, supported and nurtured, children are introduced to early 

mathematical experiences through play and everyday classroom situations. E.g. 

stories, songs, games and imaginative play. Children are therefore encouraged 

through their play experiences to: 

 Enjoy using and experimenting with numbers, including numbers up to and 

greater than 20.

 Develop mathematical language and the ability to reason using it.

 Sort, classify and sequence.

 Make comparisons and search for patterns.

 Select and use appropriate materials and methods.

 Recognise relationships throughout the areas of number, shape and space, 

measure and data handling.

 Record their ideas at a level appropriate to their stage of development.

Understanding the World 

We aim to enable the children to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding they 

need to make sense of the world. We provide children with first hand experiences that 

encourage observation, exploration, prediction, problem solving, critical thinking, 

decision making and discussion. We aim for children: 

 To become aware of the similarities and differences between themselves and 
other people and to understand that all people deserve to be treated with 
respect.
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 To comment and question about their observation of objects, materials and 
living things with and without aids such as magnifying glasses.

 To experiment with magnets, to observe reflection by using objects such as 
mirrors or shiny objects.

 To make observations of animals and plants both inside and outside.
 To join in free play with objects and materials that have different purposes and 

work in different ways such as torches, egg whisks and construction kits.

 To participate in group discussions about weather and changing seasons.
 To have experiences of structured sand and water play with opportunities to 

observe and predict outcomes.
 To develop ICT skills in the Foundation Unit using both a computer and an 

interactive whiteboard and a range of play based technology resources, 
including programmable and remote control vehicles, cameras, light table and 
dark tent and everyday technology (telephones, microwaves, calculators etc.)

 

Creative Development 

Children are taught skills and techniques in art, design and technology, music, 

movement, dance and imaginative role-play activities. This enables them to express 

their ideas and feelings and to develop their imagination. 

Exploring and Using Media and Materials 

This includes art and design based activities and provision: 
 

 Activities allowing children to explore and make objects using a wide variety of 
malleable materials including: play dough, clay, plasticine etc.

 Collage activities.
 Drawing activities, including chalk, charcoal, pastels, crayons, felt pens, pencils 

etc.
 Painting activities, including finger painting, powder paint in shakers, spray 

paints, bubble painting, marble rolling etc.

 Printing activities using natural and made materials.

 Constructing using Lego, wooden blocks, Meccano, Duplo etc.

 Designing and making 3D models from recyclable materials.
 

As well as music based activities and provision: 
 

 Individual free play with musical instruments.

 Group free play with musical instruments.

 Moving to music.

 Listening to music from a variety of cultures.

 Singing songs.

 Musical accompaniment to stories.

 Taking part in musical productions.
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Being Imaginative 

This is focused upon children expressing their feelings and experiences through 
creative mediums of their choice. This includes: 

 

 Singing.

 Dance.

 Dressing-up.

 Role play linked to personal experience and topic themes.

 Imaginative play with dolls and small world figures.
 Acting out and expanding on stories using themselves as actors and with 

puppets.
 Sustaining play and involving others in it.

 
 

Assessment and record keeping: 

Assessment is an essential aspect of effective teaching. The assessment of each child 

is a continuous process. Children are assessed across all areas of the Foundation 

Stage curriculum.  Our assessment procedures are: 

 Throughout the year evidence is collected on each child through a variety of 
sources, e.g. photographic images, observations, mark making and pieces 
of work recorded by the child. This evidence is retained and kept in individual 
children’s books and learning journals.

 All staff members make regular observations of the children in the areas of 
learning and undertake formative and summative assessment tasks. The 
outcomes of these are used to plan appropriate next-step activities.

 Observations for assessment are incorporated into our planning and 
activities are observed, regularly monitored and recorded.

 Observations and assessments are used to identify learning priorities and 
plan the next stages in the learning experiences for the child.

 Observations are then matched to the Development Matters statements and 
the Early Learning Goals and are recorded on paper records and in our 
Equalising Trans Mat framework.

 Foundation parents receive a report in the summer term and are offered 
Parent consultation meetings in the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms.

 Teachers take part in moderation to ensure consistency in levelling.

 

Equality Operating policy: 
 

When planning, setting up and altering rooms, outdoor area, displays and equipment 
within the foundation unit, the practitioners will aim to create an environment that: 
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 Values the local community and environment as a source of learning 
opportunities. This is done by using displays, resources and equipment that 
reflect the community in which the children live as well as the wider world.

 The curriculum includes activities to encourage children to respect their own 
cultural background and beliefs as well as those of other people. These will 
include:

 Activities relating to a wide range of religious, ethnic and cultural festivals, 
telling stories, listening to music and looking at pictures and videos from a range 
of cultures and religions.

 Role play activities that reflect a variety of cultures.
 Discussions with and between children about the similarities and differences in 

their experiences and the reasons for those similarities and differences.
 Practitioners ensure that all children are given support to participate in activities 

and experiences, visits and discussions and to ensure that all children are 
listened to carefully and with respect.

 Practitioners carefully consider the need for equality of opportunity when 
planning activities and experiences. When necessary they will modify activities 
or provide additional equipment or materials to ensure children are not 
excluded.

 
 

 
The Role of Parents: 

 
We believe that parents have an important role to play in the successful education of 
their child. 
We provide the following opportunities for parental involvement; 

 

 Inviting all parents to an Induction meeting during the term before their child 

starts school.

 Involvement in stay and play sessions during the term before their child starts 

school.

 Home visit opportunities before the children start school.

 Newsletters are sent home at the beginning of every term outlining important 

dates, current topics with suggestions as to how parents can support planned 

learning.

 Parents are kept regularly informed of school activities and visits by letters from 

the Foundation team.

 Home School Link books for daily contact with the Foundation team.

 Proud Clouds for celebrating achievements at home.

 We have an expectation that parents will support their child’s learning at home, 

including daily reading, & spelling practice.

 Foundation reports are sent home at the end of the summer term, prior to the 

last parent consultation meeting.


