
Early Learning Goals and Exceeded 

ELG Reading ELG Writing ELG Number ELG Shape, space and 
Measure 

Children read and understand 
simple sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to decode 
regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also 

read some common irregular 
words. They demonstrate 

understanding when talking 
with others about what they 

have read. 
 

Children use their phonic 
knowledge to write words 
in ways which match their 
spoken sounds. They also 

write some irregular 
common words. They write 
simple sentences which can 
be read by themselves and 

others. Some words are 
spelt correctly and others 
are phonetically plausible. 

 

Children count reliably 
with numbers from one to 

20, place them in order 
and say which number is 

one more or one less than 
a given number. Using 
quantities and objects, 

they add and subtract two 
single-digit numbers and 
count on or back to find 
the answer. They solve 

problems, including 
doubling, halving and 

sharing. 

Children use everyday language 
to talk about size, weight, 

capacity, position, distance, time 
and money to compare quantities 

and objects and to solve 
problems. They recognise, create 

and describe patterns. They 
explore characteristics of 

everyday objects and shapes and 
use mathematical language to 

describe them. 

Exceeded Reading Exceeded Writing Exceeded Number Exceeded Shape, space and 
Measure 

Children can read phonically 
regular words of more than one 

syllable as well as many 
irregular but high frequency 

words. They use phonic, 
semantic and syntactic 

knowledge to understand 
unfamiliar vocabulary. They can 
describe the main events in the 
simple stories they have read. 

Children can spell phonically 
regular words of more than 
one syllable as well as many 
irregular but high frequency 

words. They use key 
features of narrative in their 

own writing. 

Children estimate a 
number of objects and 

check quantities by 
counting up to 20. They 
solve practical problems 
that involve combining 
groups of 2, 5 or 10, or 

sharing into equal groups. 

Children estimate, measure, 
weigh and compare and order 

objects and talk about properties, 
position and time. 


